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British Riding Club’s Riding Club of the Year 2011
Twenty Five Years of success cumulates in this very prestigious National Title. 
Back in 1986 when the club was first formed little did anybody dream that 25 years on the club would achieve so much success at national level and be held in such high esteem within the Riding Club movement.
The idea of co-founders Mary Bryant and Pam Harvey Richard to provide the registered New Forest pony with a platform at national level to prove the ability and talent of the breed as a performance pony has been an outstanding success. 
The club is the only Riding Club in the UK to be confined to one breed of pony. The idea was initially met with some concern by Riding Club’s HQ putting the club on ‘probation’ for the first two years. However all worries about the ability of the club members to compete successfully against others mounted on bigger horses was soon forgotten. We have since learnt that all new clubs have a two year probationary period before being granted full affiliation!
The very first year that the club team took part in Area Qualifiers proved to be a roaring success, not only winning at local area level but also the overall Prix Caprilli Dressage Team Championship. This was quickly followed by a repeat performance the very next year and further wins in the other disciplines - show jumping and horse trials. There has not been a single year when we have not had either an individual or a team qualify for the National Championships in at least one discipline. In recent years we have had upwards of ten ponies representing us at the finals! Quite an achievement bearing in mind that many clubs have never had teams get through to the finals! Indeed we now hear many comments from other clubs at the National Championships suggesting that their members need a ‘New Forest’ pony!

The membership has gradually grown, reaching a peak at one time of nearly 350 members. Many varied activities have been organised both mounted and un-mounted including; the Annual Show, Pleasure Rides, TREC, Showing, Dressage and Jumping clinics, Stallion Parades, a private viewing day of ponies for sale, carol singing, indoor tack sales, quizzes, skittle evenings and varied lecture/ demos to name but a few.

The Musical Ride of the New Forest Stallions was one of the early projects for the club and was thoroughly enjoyed by all those who saw it - the highlight was being part of the Hyde Park Festival of Food and Farming in 1989.

Within Area 17 the Club has also been very active in hosting Area Qualifiers in Hunter Trials, Dressage, Show Jumping and Dressage to Music.

The club campaigned for many years to remove the lower height limit that was set at 14hhs on ponies ridden by adults in the jumping disciplines and for the first time this year the new rule came into affect - a great advantage for the small adults that compete successfully on the smaller native ponies.

Over the years we have held many national team titles in all disciplines and are current holders of the SEIB Quadrille Championship; the final being held at Olympia International Horse Show. The standard of competition continues to rise but this year for the first time in recent years we qualified teams in both dressage and show jumping to go to the BRC Championships at Lincoln. All ponies and riders excelled themselves; taking part in four team finals in dressage and two finals in show jumping. We came home with rosettes in every competition including a win in the Team of Four Dressage, a second in the Rural Riders Dressage, a third in the Senior Novice Show Jumping and Riding Test, a seventh in the Senior Style Jumping and a fourth in the Novice Dressage.
It is as a result of these successes at Lincoln the club has been awarded the BRC Riding Club of the year 2011 title - a fantastic achievement. 
Such as shame that Pam wasn’t here to share in our success but we’re sure she will be looking down and smiling!
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